From The President
Hey All,
Here we are at the beginning of a New Year and hopefully 2021 will be better than 2020. If you know anyone
that wants to join CPNA go to www.crowleypark.com and there is a link to join. You can’t beat the price of
$25/year or $100 for 5 years.
Because of Corona virus many activities were cancelled last year. However, on February 6, 2021 at 9:00am at
the south pavilion we will be having our bi-annual Trash Bash. This is an activity that lends itself to physical
distancing but you can still socialize at a distance. We need VOLUNTEERS come help clean up Crowley Park.
This gives you a chance to pick up trash and litter and explore down in the creek bottom that runs through
Crowley Park. At this time of year one can explore the creek bottom and not worry about poison ivy,
mosquitoes, zoospores, helgramites, phydoplanktons, etc. biting you. Just don’t fall in the creek the water is
cold at this time of the year. Come on out you will meet some friends that you never know you had and help
clean up the park.
Moving forward in 2021 please do not be shy about getting involved with CPNA. We can always use more
volunteers. All the offices of CPNA are open for election later this year. So, if you want to get involved reach
out to any board member and we will gladly welcome you.
Watch the web for Board Meeting announcements. The next meeting is Monday April 5 at 6:30PM via Zoom.
Hope everyone appreciated the new landscaping feature at the corner of Jupiter and Renner. CPNA added a
dash of color with pumpkins and gourds and chrysanthemums this fall. Will add other flashes of color through
the year.
Lastly, have a good year.
Terry Ziegler
President of CPNA.
P.S. My wife bought a world map, gave me a dart and said, "Throw this, and wherever it lands -- that's where
we will go when this pandemic ends." Turns out that we will be spending two weeks behind the fridge.
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Trash Bash Coming
Volunteers are to meet at the South Pavilion at
9:00am on Saturday February 6. This is our
opportunity to keep our park beautiful while
practicing social distancing. Bring a mask.
Contact Terry Ziegler, 214 455 3294, with questions or to sign
up.

(but walk-ins still welcomed)

Our next Board meeting will be April 5th, using Zoom

Just Keeping Busy
It’s easy to get tired of these same walls during these COVID
times when we all are spending so much time at
home. There is only so much TV that one can binge on.
I was motivated last April and did a Marie Kondo style of cleaning, though I had to stack my
donations on an unused bed until charities started accepted used clothing
and household goods again.
For my next project, I went through my stash of yarn and knitted some
baby blankets.
Last week I was excited to learn of a chapter of a national charity that
accepts handmade blankets. Project Linus’ “mission is to provide love, a
sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill,
traumatized or otherwise in need of gifts of new, handmade blankets” for
children ages birth to 18 year old. They accept quilted, sewn, crocheted, knitted, and hand
tied blankets. Please check their website (Projectlinus.org) for drop off locations and other
items on their wish list. I’ll be dropping my blankets at Joann Fabrics in Plano.
I doubt I am the only one in the neighborhood who has found new ways to stay busy.
What worthwhile causes are you lending your talents to?
Do you know of other charities looking for “our hidden talents”?
Please share your ideas and organizations with me at suebahrcpna@yahoo.com and we’ll post
them on the CrowleyPark.com website!
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The Bright WINTER LIGHTS
of Crowley Park
The Bright Lights of Crowley Park Winter Lights Contest
by Lee Trowbridge
During the month of December, the Crowley Park
Neighborhood Association sponsored a bright winter
lights contest. The categories included:

Seen from Space 3105 Spring Lake and 2688 Poinsettia
Most Creative
2667 Orchid and 2308 Blackberry
Most Beautiful
2610 Spring Lake

There were many beautiful and fun displays to brighten our evenings. Thanks to all for
brightening our neighborhood. We were unable to snap pictures of all the winners, but
here are a few bright lights around the neighborhood.
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Fall in Crowley Park
We are so lucky to have our very own park with its beautiful fall colors.

BUT WAIT, THERE IS MORE!!

Trails on the next page!

Richardson, Texas

FEBRUARY 2021

Crowley Park Neighborhood Association

Nature Trails
Richardson’s Spring Creek Trail contains 4.5 miles of heavily-wooded, winding, looping trail.
Although immediately located at the southeast corner of Central Expressway and Renner Road,
one forgets how close they are to the freeway because of the trees and the impressive views of
Spring Creek. The City’s Renner Trail connects to this trail from the west, and a number of the
City’s eastern trails--Central and Owens--originate from it as well.
In addition, a recently completed extension now carries the trail to the north where it intersects
with Alma Drive and the George Bush Freeway.
Accessibility: The trail surface is paved and it is typically at least six feet wide. It is gentle with
an estimated average grade of 1% and a max grade of 3%. Most wheelchair/mobility equipment
and stroller users will find this trail navigable. Paved parking is available at Central/Renner Road,
and numerous park benches are also scattered along the trail for resting.

Here’s the link to Richardson Today Online, which was our source
https://www.cor.net/Home/ShowDocument?id=30284

MAP FOLLOWS
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Monarch Butterfly Metamorphosis
By Dot Pitts
During this past year with COVID quarantine, there was much time to spend outdoors, whether
it’s porch parties, redesigning the landscape, or observing nature.
I have a patch of Butterfly Weed, so I captured a Monarch go through its life cycle in my garden.
The part of the cycle that I captured took about a week. The only part that I missed was seeing
the new butterfly leave the cocoon. Enjoy my pictures from October 2020.
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TRUNK or TREAT
By Brandon Oropallo
After a tricky year, the kids of Crowley Park needed a treat. Inspired by the spooky season,
several families set out to plan a safe Halloween experience for our kids and neighbors. Jenelle
and Kyle Bengel, Ashley and Brian Benoy, Pam Newell, and Brandon and Kara Oropallo
recruited nearly 20 cars to safely distribute candy at the intersection of Tina Ln. and Acacia St.,
just across from the elaborate skeleton display at the Bengel home.
Masks and creativity were in abundance as families took great care to maintain social
distancing and follow safety guidelines. Following markers on the sidewalks, over 150 kids
collected treats from tongs, 6-foot chutes, and even a miniature backhoe. Several generous
neighbors donated candy, as did the CPNA, ensuring the kids were entirely full of sugar. The
great success of the event, as well as the positive feedback, suggest that it's the start of a
neighborhood tradition, one that will be even more fun in safer times!
Here are two photo albums, courtesy of Phil.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zig-e/albums/72157716267375821
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zig-e/albums/72157716694963168

Fire and Electrical Safety
Keep Doors Closed
Fire can spread through a house in only five minutes. Fire and smoke will spread quickly through a house, but if
doors are closed, it will delay the fire and give you more time to escape.
Don’t Use Damaged Cords
Never plug anything in with a damaged or frayed cord. Damaged cords are a common cause of electrical fires.
Make sure not to use any sort of damaged cord.
Use Space Heaters Safely
Space heaters are commonly used this time of year, but there are also a major hazard if misused. Keep space
heaters away from all flammable materials. Curtains and furniture could potentially catch fire.
Extension Cords are Trip Hazards
Extension cords are a big trip hazard, and whatever is plugged in may be knocked over if the cord is trip over.
Make sure they are kept away from walkways and commonly used areas.
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Crowley Park Beautification
Beautification of Jupiter and Renner Intersection
Since the brick wall was built at the corner of Jupiter
and Renner, Crowley Park Neighborhood Association
had plans to make that corner a little more pleasing
to the passersby. After a year or so of planning, it
finally happened. With the hard work and
coordination of Horace Satisfield, our VP, the
donation from Cityline and the matching donation
from the City of Richardson, Crowley Park now has a
more beautiful entrance to our neighborhood.
Thanks also to Fathima Abul Rahim and her family for
planting the pansies and mums for our little bit of color. Terry Ziegler and Horace Satifield
have planted tulips so keep a watch for them in the coming weeks.
The dedication was held on a very cold and windy morning, October 29, 2020. In attendance
were some Board members, along with City Parks official, Shohn Rodgers, Michael Alost, of
Cityline, and Fathima and her husband. Special thanks to our City Parks and Cityline friends.
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